
Dear Parents,

We invite your family to participate in our summer reading program. Our theme is 
Strengthening My Family, and for eight weeks we will read and learn about families in 
the scriptures. Attached is a list of the reading assignments, the dates we will be study-
ing them, and the scripture references. �ere is a reference from the scriptures as well as 
an alternative chapter from the illustrated Book of Mormon Stories or Old Testament 
Stories (available at the Distribution Center). We encourage you to help your child 
participate with us.

Also attached is a picture of a Family Tree to be used as a reading chart for your child to 
keep track of his/her progress. Each week a reminder �yer will be sent home that will 
include two leaves that may be cut out and glued onto the Family Tree once the reading 
and activity sheet have been completed. Children can draw pictures or write the names 
of their family members on their leaves. (Don’t forget you may include extended family 
members.) We will be tracking our progress as a whole with a larger version of the 
Family Tree on the wall in the Primary room. If you would like to, once your child has 
�nished the reading, he/she may return the larger reminder leaf to help our Primary 
Tree grow some leaves.

We hope that this will be a fun opportunity to provide exposure to scripture stories 
while helping us all strengthen our individual families. We know that as your children 
read and learn of these great people and experiences in the scriptures, their testimonies 
will grow. If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to call. 

Happy reading!

�e Primary Presidency
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Fourth Article of Faith Maze
Learn the first principles and ordinances of the gospel by following this maze to the picture of the Savior. 

For help, see Articles of Faith 1:4.

Start

Laying on of Hands

Faith

Repentance

Baptism by Immersion
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We can repent each week
when we take the sacrament.

ILLUSTRATION BY THOMAS S. CHILD
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Often it helps us to forgive another person if we try to “walk in his shoes” by imagining 
how that person feels, or why he might have done or said what he did. As you read the 
situations, find the shoes that fit each one, and draw a line from them to the situation 
they match. Then “walk in those shoes” and finish the sentence with possible reasons 
for that personʼs behavior.

1. Debbie went into her bedroom and saw her two-year-old brother scribbling with 
crayons on the cover of her favorite book.

I think Debbie could understand and forgive her brother because __________.

2. Logan had just thrown the soccer ball inbounds, when a member of the other team 
deliberately ran into him and knocked him down.

I think Logan could understand and forgive the other player because __________.

3. Lisaʼs father said he had to break his promise and miss her school program that night 
because of work.

I think Lisa could understand and forgive her father because __________.

4. Michelle jumped into a large puddle and splashed mud all over Kevin.

I think Kevin could understand and forgive Michelle because __________.

5. Nate wanted a turn at riding the family horse, but his older sister wouldnʼt get off 
and let him have a ride.

I think Nate could understand and forgive his sister because __________.

6. Robyn was upset because her older brother wouldnʼt let her go with him to work in 
the fields.

I think Robyn could understand and forgive her brother because __________.

7. Heidiʼs little sister Maria wouldnʼt help catch the family dog, who squeezed through 
the back fence just as the family was leaving for Church.

I think Heidi could understand and forgive Maria because __________.

Illustrated by Denise Kirby The Friend, September 1994
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Cross Connections: The Third Article of Faith
By Jil S. Hunt

Complete the puzzle by filling in the words in the Third Article of Faith.
Hint: Start with the word ordinances.

We believe that through the Atonement of Christ, all mankind may be saved,
by obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel. 

Jil S. Hunt, “Cross Connections: The Third Article of Faith,” Friend, Mar 1987, 15
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Jonah and the Whale Cutouts

Instructions

Mount this paper on heavy paper, then cut out the figures. Use a brass paper fastener to attach 
the whaleʼs jaws together where indicated. If you want to use the cutouts with a flannel board, 
glue flannel to the back of the figures. For stick puppets, glue wooden craft sticks on the backs 
of the cutouts. These figures can help you tell the story of Jonah in a family home evening 
lesson or Primary talk (see Jonah 1–3).

“Jonah and the Whale Cutouts,” Friend, Jan. 2006, 17

kricket
Text Box
week 3



Jonah Obeys

ILLUSTRATED BY THOMAS S. CHILD FRIENDJULY 2005

The Lord told the prophet Jonah to go to the city of Nineveh and tell the people to repent or they 
would be destroyed. But Jonah didn’t go to Nineveh; he ran away on a ship. The Lord sent a �erce 
storm. Jonah knew he had not obeyed. He told the men on the ship to throw him overboard. The 
storm stopped, and Jonah was swallowed by a large �sh. Jonah prayed and repented. 
After three days the �sh put him on dry land. This time Jonah obeyed the Lord and 
preached repentance to the people of Nineveh. They repented and were saved from 
destruction. (See Jonah 1–3.) 
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This boy is reading his scriptures. He knows that scripture study invites the power of the Holy Ghost into his life 
and helps him keep his baptismal covenants. Find and circle these hidden objects: an ax, a bell, a candle, a cup, a 
hammer, a ladle, a paintbrush, a pocketknife, a ring, a sailboat, a spatula, and a toothbrush. Then color the picture. 

F R I E N D  A U G U S T  2 0 0 8 

Hidden Picture
B Y  R O B E R T  A .  P E T E R S O N
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Nephi Gets the Brass Plates
By Jill Johnson Hymas

The pictures illustrating this Book of Mormon story are all mixed 
up. Read 1 Nephi 3–4, number the pictures in the order that they 
should be, then color them. You might also like to mount them on 
lightweight cardboard, cut them out, punch holes along the top, 
put them in order, tie them with yarn or string to look like a 
book, and put them with your Sunday things.

Brass Plates Code
By Pam Anderson

Lehi was commanded in a dream to 
obtain the plates of brass from Laban 
(see 1 Ne. 3:2–4). Use the Key to 
decode the purpose for obtaining 
them, and what they contained.

These plates are not available now, 
but the Lord has promised that they 
will come forth at a future date to the 
descendants of Lehi: “These plates of 
brass should go forth unto all nations, 
kindreds, tongues, and people who 
were of his seed. …

“These plates of brass should never 
perish; neither should they be 
dimmed any more by time.” (See 1 
Ne. 5:18–19.)

 “Funstuf,” Friend, Feb 1996, 43, 46

“Brass Plates Code,” Friend, Sept. 1996, 23
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Noah’s Ark Maze
B Y  T E R R I  A DA M S

Help the mouse �nd the door to the ark before the rains come.

Start

End
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September 2005, page 26

Genesis 1:25

Genesis 8:8

Matthew 25:32

Matthew 19:24

Matthew 7:6

Isaiah 11:7

Isaiah 11:6

Job 38:41

Psalm 59:6

Psalm 32:9

Judges 14:8

Exodus 19:4

Genesis 22:8

Placeholder only–to
be illustrated

ILLUSTRATED BY BRIAN BEAN

Mixed-up Animals
B Y  C A L L I E  B U Y S

Noah loaded animals onto the ark to save them from the flood (see Genesis 7). Look up each of the scripture references below 
and find the animal or animals that it mentions. Then draw a line from the animal to the correct reference. You can learn more 
about Noah and the animals on the ark by reading Genesis 6–8.
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“Funstuf,” Friend, Jul 1977, 26

Animals Go to Sea
By Ruth Christensen

Across
2. Mountain where Noahʼs ark landed.
4. The ark builder.
5. The wicked were destroyed by a __________.
7. The dove brought back an __________.
9. God wanted the people to __________ of their wickedness.
10. Unclean beasts went into the ark a __________ at a time.
11. It rained __________ days and nights.
Down
1. Symbol of Godʼs promise that floods would never again destroy all flesh.
2. Name of the vessel Noah built.
3. Forty days divided by twenty equals __________.
6. Besides a raven, Noah sent forth a __________ in search of dry land.
8. Number of people in the ark saved from the flood.
9. Form of precipitation.
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“�e Army of Helaman: How Can ‘My Gospel Standards’ Help Me Keep My Baptismal Covenant?,” Friend, Aug 2000, 34

     �e sons of Mosiah, great Book of Mormon missionaries, 
converted many Lamanites to the gospel of Jesus Christ. �is 
group of Lamanites had been a wicked, murderous people, 
and now they wanted to show Heavenly Father that they 
were sorry for their past sins. So they made a covenant with 
Him that they would never again shed the blood of another 
man, and they buried their weapons.
     A group of wicked Lamanites wanted to start a war with 
these converts. Because the righteous, who now called 
themselves Anti-Nephi-Lehies, had promised not to �ght 
anymore, the Nephites who were defending them were being 
killed. �e Anti-Nephi-Lehies wanted to help the Nephites 
but were persuaded to not break their covenant. �eir sons, 
however, had been too young to make the covenant. Under 
the leadership of Helaman, these two thousand sons went to 
battle against the wicked Lamanites.
     �ese young warriors are described as “exceedingly valiant 
for courage, and also for strength and activity; but behold, 
this was not all—they were men who were true at all times 
in whatsoever thing they were entrusted.
     “Yea, they were men of truth and soberness, for they had 
been taught to keep the commandments of God and to walk 
uprightly before him.” (Alma 53:20–21.)
     Because of the righteousness and integrity that the two 
thousand young men displayed, the Lord watched over them 
and kept them safe. �ey were able to �ght for the liberty of 
their people, and not one of them was killed.
     Just as those young warriors were rewarded for being 
righteous, we will also be blessed for being honest in all our dealings and remaining pure.
     Although seven-year-old Caylen Craven of Pawhuska, Oklahoma, has not ever had to go to war, he is a “stripling warrior” because he has 
learned how to be honest, too. One day while walking through the airport with his family, he saw a man in front of him accidently drop some 
money. Even though he is normally very shy around strangers, Caylen ran to pick up the money and return it to its owner.
     Caylen’s mother wrote, “We were thankful that his �rst reaction was to do the right and honest thing, that he didn’t even think about 
keeping the dollar.”
     Color the �gures, then mount them on heavy paper. Cut them out and use them to retell the story “�e Army of Helaman.”

�e Army of Helaman:
How Can “My Gospel Standards” Help Me Keep My Baptismal Covenant?

And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments (1 Jn. 2:3).
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Miracles are a                 from God. They done in the name of by His power.

Faith comes fore a miracle.      fore was born on the            , He did many

miracles. made the           everything on it. He made the               ,              ,                   

too. He saved                , his family, the                            from the great                       .

made the of the Red Sea part so the children of Israel could follow

, helped live in the stomach of a big               for days,

helped move a                          .

When lived on the              , He did many miracles too. day fed 5,000

erewerehtetaelpoepehtretfA.  fosevaolhtiwelpoep

men on the                             were afraid. told the the                      to stop.

B Y  L I N DA  S H E R W O O D
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The                    the stopped.                 healed the                 s of the

blind so they could see and the s of the deaf so they could hear. He healed the legs

of the lame so they could walk. After His friend had been dead for days,

brought him back to life. But the greatest miracles did were in the

Garden of Gethsemane when He su�ered for our sins, when He died on the

and was later resurrected. 
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Lazarus

out of Egypt free. A miracle from saved from the hungry

12                   s of food left. When was on a                            , there was a big                       . The
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Mary Ellen Jolley, “Brothers of Faith,” Friend, May 1971, 48

     A�er the great (25 down) the family of (1 down) and his (21 down) 
increased in (22 down) until the earth began to be (17 down) with (23 across) 
again. �e (28 across) began to move from one (16 down) to another. Some 
of the people went to the country that was (34 across) two great rivers. And 
they said, “Come, go to, let us build us a city, and a (18 across) whose top will 
be (13 across), nigh unto heaven; and let us make us a name, lest we be (29 
across) abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”
     �e tower was (47 down) the Tower of (43 across). When the Lord saw what 
these people had done he was very (38 across), so he (42 down) their (39 down) 
so they could not understand one another’s (40 across). When the people (51 
across) they could not (48 across) one another, they began to go other places to 
(36 across) and became scattered.
     �ere was a (26 across) man named (33 across) who lived at that time. He 
loved his (46 down), who was a man of great faith. �ey didn’t want to have 
their language (6 across). �ey wanted to be able to understand (14 across) 
other. Jared (50 across) his brother to (41 down) to the Lord that their speech 
would (9 across) be changed.
     �e Lord (53 across) the (35 across) of Jared and his brother. He told (27 
down) that he would not confound their language but that he (31 across) lead 
them (4 across) to (5 down) land that was (7 down) above all other lands.
     He told them to (44 down) boats that were to be (30 down) like a dish. �ey 
followed the Lord’s (45 across) and built (20 across) boats as they had been told 
to do.
     When the brother of Jared (24 down) something to put in the boats to 
make them (8 down) inside, he gathered sixteen (2 down), which the Lord 
(55 across) with his (52 down) so they would shine like light in the (49 down). 
�is was a (37 across) that resulted from the great (12 across) of the brother 
of Jared.
     Heavenly Father (32 across) these people, called them (11 down), and 
led them to the land of (10 across) where they and their children had many 
adventures and (19 down). We may read (3 across) these brothers of great 
faith in the book of (15 down) in the Book of (54 down).
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F A I T H ,  P R A Y E R ,  R E P E N T A N C E ,  A N D  F O R G I V E N E S S  S T R E N G T H E N  M E  A N D  M Y  F A M I L Y .
Successful . . . families are established and maintained on principles of faith, prayer

repentance, [and] forgiveness” (“The Family: A Proclamation to the World”).
  

Illustration by Apryl Stott 

The Friend June 2009
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Julie Wardell, “Picture the Answer,” Friend, Nov. 1988, 11

1. In their journey to the promised land, the Jaredites took their �ocks, ___________ of the waters, and swarms 

of ___________. (Ether 2:1–3.)

2. �e Lord came down in a ___________ to talk to the brother of Jared. (Ether 2:4.)

3. �e Lord told the brother of Jared to build ___________ that would be as watertight as a ___________. 

(Ether 2:16–17.)

4. �e brother of Jared saw the ___________ of the Lord when He touched the sixteen stones. (Ether 3:5–8.)

5. When the people were righteous, the promised land was rich with ___________, grain, �ne cloth, precious 

metals, and many animals, including ___________. (Ether 9:16–19.)

6. When the people became unrighteous and would not repent, the Lord caused a famine and poisonous 

___________ to be on the land. (Ether 9:30–33.)

7. Ether was cast out by the people, and he hid in the cavity of a ___________ and wrote the Jaredite history. 

(Ether 13:13–14.)

8. �e army of Coriantumr pitched their ___________ by the ___________ Ramah, where Mormon hid the 

___________. (Ether 15:11.)

�e Brother of Jared
Draw picture(s) on the blanks to complete each sentence correctly.
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Proclamation on the Family 
Pyramid

X

B C

W F O J

D Q E M G T

G L C E P S W A

F A I T H A L E E Q

V H E Q E A S G W I P H

C A C E R C F S H T I L Y U

J T N R K P F E I C J E V I L P

E G A V O I P L B O K Z E C J M N R

C F T F O R G I V E N E S S A Q K A C A

X V N J K E B P T Y B F E I G H V B N F G Y

R Z E B W O R K C E W R E S P E C T B R L I Y E

M E P B W E H T Y H O N F Q T C P G R V J O R F K R

D W E T U I V H K P Q S E G A I R R A M I F V H F W C B

A D R Q X D F H J I R V B P H N R E X W C G P E F W Q C E N

W H O L E S O M E R E C R E A T I O N A L A C T I V I T I E S K

ILLUSTRATED BY ELISE BLACK

What do we need to have a successful family? 
Help these family members get to the top of the 
pyramid by circling the words in the puzzle 
that appear in bold type in the statement 
on the right side. Words appear up, down, 
across, and diagonally.

“Successful marriages and families are established 
and maintained on principles of faith, prayer, repen-

tance, forgiveness, respect, love, compassion, 
work, and wholesome recreational activities.” 

(See “The Family: A Proclamation to the 
World,” Ensign, Nov. 1995, 102.)
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